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FOSSILS

Herring-like fish. Teeming.

Billions of years old.

Bright brown on the pale limestone
of the Green River.

Now on display.

For sale.

Caressable,

their spines tickle the tips of my fingers.
Their eyes,

their eyes wander the shallows,

looking for lunch.

Fossils.

Netted by time.

The river bed a hard, stone cradle
of flattened mummies.

They live on,

negatives against the false positive
of the mind.

Clumped, aswim
on a wooden shelf,
they leap forever.

Fossils. Graceful, mysterious,
amid abundant seas of deadly time.

(Rella Lossy, 1996)

ANEMONES

Earliest memory: leaves of the olive tree
fluttering, the light coming through,
then not, then through, then not—

My horoscope advises me to avail myself
of the mystery

—and though I've never been a believer,
though | tie my shoes to the leg of the bed
in case of fire or quake because | won’t
give myself to such flame

—still | can’t help

watching these anemones
here in the tidepool, swayed by water’s
whim, waving their many tentacles,
no direction, no intention—

(Rachel Richardson, 2014)
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