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Dancing with Colour and Line
A jam is a contradictory term. It can mean an obstruction, a piling up, a block, a 
congestion. Also a fruit preserve. For those of you who have not experienced 
one, I will tell you that a contact improvisation jam is indeed all of these, at 
least in a way. But it is also the way of coming out of the block, the skills to free 
oneself from the congestion, the joy of being close to a moving body, speaking 
without what we understand as language. And there is the juiciness, the softness, 
the fusion of flavours in marmelades in how we move…There are also words, 
but they often don’t sound and mean what they do outside of the room. There is 
also music (sometimes noise) and live visual art.

Dominic Snyder’s works are a perfect reflection of our jams (and so we chose 
the name of his exhibition). They are intriguing, joyful, full of the breath of life, 
mischievous, investigative, embodied. I have seen him create these drawings many 
times. After a warm up, usually involving movement, stillness—going inwards to 
do a Small Dance, heighten perception, become aware and present—Dom would 
dance with one or more participants. These dances are improvised, based on 
full-bodied listening of everything and everyone. ‘See everything at the same time’ 
we would be told when we were training as Contact Improvisation facilitators 
in the New Jammers programme. Then, seamlessly and still as part of his dance, 
Dom would move somewhere specific in the room where he had set up his 
materials and begin to work in that other register of @TheGlasgowJam events: 
the visual arts. He is versatile in all of them, he also sings, plays music and speaks, 
all improvised.

Dom does not take a role: he draws like he dances, he speaks like he sings. He 
takes his lines for a dance, in fact, rather literally. On this, he has one up on Paul 
Klee who only took his for a walk. With the help of a long stick and charcoal 
attached to it, he would duet with his paper on the floor. In the true spirit of the 
jam, he would also show anyone intrigued by what he is up to—he is a teacher—
and let them have a go, jam with them, be open to the possibilities plasticity 
of any kind has. This is why his work never tires: I recognise my dances in his 
colours. I look again and I see other bodies, other feelings and this continuous 
movement of his work goes on forever. Even with the @TheGlasgowJam logo 
on the t-shirts I wear and the emails I send. It reminds me, when things get a bit 
boring, why I do what I do.



Embodying what I think are the two most important qualities of an artist, Dom 
is flexible in his approach—see the variety of techniques in this catalogue—and 
endlessly curious. He loves drawing, the challenge of what he does, and he 
approaches it with grace. It is this curiosity that makes him a favourite dance 
partner of mine: experimental, mischievous, generous, very, very generous, and 
playful. He is authentic and this can be seen in the works at the Glad Café, drawn 
from live movement. Have you ever attempted to draw dancers, especially those 
who improvise? I can tell you: they move fast. You have to let go of many things 
you learned at art school, find an essence, and anchor, move with them on the 
paper, and have very good hand-eye coordination. 

Dom is an educator too, and as such, he is aware of the context in which his 
work sits. And he has chosen the artists he communicates with very well. You will 
see glimpses of cubism, futurism, Russian constructivism… In all of these, there 
is content, but there is also aesthetic flair and visual investigation. Yet his style is 
also unique, as is each piece, because like an improvised dance, it responds to the 
moment, is not precious about itself, and is fully present. Each work is resolved 
just as it needs to be.

This exhibition marks a momentous time for @TheGlasgowJam, as it cements its 
multidisciplinary orientation, its support of the visual-improvised, its commitment 
to mark-making, to getting messy if that is what is needed, to establishing a 
dialogue between different languages, to sharing something generously and 
celebrating the unknown and the impermanent. I cannot think of a better 
inspiration for us than Dominic’s work.

Laura González
Athenaeum Research Fellow, Royal Conservatoire of Scotland
Co-Director, @TheGlasgowJam



Medium: Acrylic on Canvas
Size: 50cm x 100cm

Hot Jam (detail)



@TheGlasgowJam
Medium: Screenprint
Size: 60cm x 45cm



@TheGlasgowJam 2
Medium: Screenprint
Size: 60cm x 45cm



Patterns in Motion
Medium: Pen & Ink and Conté Drawing
Size: 60cm x 84cm





Kinning Park Rammy
Medium: Pen & Ink Drawing
Size: 60cm x 84cm



Blue Jam
Medium: Stencil and Mono-screenprint
Size: 12cm x 34cm



Capoeira Circle
Medium: Drypoint
Size: 44cm x 60cm



Contact Dancers
Medium: Stencil and Mono-screenprint
Size: 45cm x 60cm



Jam on Edge
Medium: Conté
Size: 18cm x 40cm

Underscore 3
Medium: Drypoint/monotype
Size: 16cm x 40cm



Jam 

an exhibition by Dominic Snyder

The work for this exhibition at the Glad Café stems initially from an intense and 

sustained period of exploratory and experimental drawing in a context of dance 

and movement. This grew through collaborative work with contemporary dancer 

Penny Chivas, working under the name of The Snyver Project. Together they 

identified a common interest in their work and found ways to share and merge 

the kinaesthetic dialogue of their respective creative practices. Over a period of 

some four to five years they have jointly created many live performances fusing 

together the processes of Chivas’s dance and movement with Snyder’s drawings, 

and developments in print and sculpture. These have been presented at venues 

including Peacock Visual Arts Aberdeen, the CCA Glasgow, The Glasgow Print 

Studio and a Conflux event at Summerhall Edinburgh.

Chivas introduced Snyder to the activities of Glasgow’s Contact Improvisation 

Community; The Glasgow Jam (@TheGlasgowJam). This created opportunities for 

further drawing in response to live movement, with realisations and methods of 

how to try and make some sense across the two activities. Snyder has collaborated 

and worked with @TGJ through leading workshops in drawing movement. Dominic 

took part in @TGJ’s “New Jammers Programme” facilitating jam events along with 

other participants. He also designed the Logo for the Jam, now widely familiar with 

Glasgow’s Contact Improvisers and worn by many on printed T Shirts. These will 

be on display and available throughout this exhibition.

The works on display cover a wide period and range, carried out in a variety of 

media; Drawings, Prints, Paintings, Sculpture and some digital works. They are a 

celebration of what has been a very fertile creative period and Snyder welcomes 

the opportunity to display them at the Glad Café. It is a highly appropriate venue 

with the opportunity for some ‘Jams’; open sessions for Contact Improvisers, artists 

and musicians; organised by The Glasgow Jam, to take place during the exhibition. 
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